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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE SERVICE (adapted from the King’s College Order of Service for the 2020 

Nine Lessons and Carols and other sources) 
 

The first Christmas Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols, from King’s College, Cambridge, 
from which tonight’s service is drawn, took place on December 24, 1918.  It was a year of 
great turmoil, including the horrors of World War I and the trauma of a global pandemic.  In 
short, it was a year of great darkness, just as the year 2020 has been for most of us and our 
world.  The new dean, Eric Milner-White, who had served as an army chaplain, felt a need to 
provide a service that would offer hope and comfort in the midst of such a difficult year.  
Milner-White took the plan for the service from one drawn up on Christmas Eve 1880 by 
E.W. Benson (later Archbishop of Canterbury) and held in the large wooden “shed” which 
then served as the Cathedral in Truro.  Said Benson, ‘My father arranged from ancient 
sources a little service for Christmas Eve – nine carols and nine tiny lessons...” 
 

Milner-White added an opening “Bidding Prayer”, to set the tone for the entire service and 
tonight we use a version of that prayer that has been basically unchanged in the century since 
it was first used.  The service has been held every year since 1918, and broadcast every year 
since 1928, with the exception of 1930.  Even in the midst of World War II, when it was 
broadcast from a secret location, including from King’s Chapel itself, where the ancient stained 
windows had been removed for protection from bombing raids and it was said that you could 
hear the tar-paper coverings flapping in the background during the radio broadcast.  In 1919, 
the order of service was revised, and “Once in Royal David’s City’ added as the opening hymn, 
a tradition that has been kept ever since.  Indeed, some say that for them, it’s “not Christmas” 
until they hear that ethereal solo begin.  Each of the choristers (in a boy choir established 
permanently at King’s College by King Henry VIII some 500 years ago) prepares the solo, and 
are not told until they are lined up for the entrance procession, which one of them will actually 
sing it! 
 

The service was first broadcast in the United States in 1970’s on Minnesota Public Radio and 
is now broadcast on hundreds more.  The service has spread around the globe, used in a 
multitude of settings that vary widely, but wherever the service is heard and however it is 
adapted, whether the music is provided by choir or congregation, the pattern and strength of 
the service, as Milner-White pointed out, derive from the lessons. ‘The main theme is the 



development of the loving purposes of God …’ as seen ‘through the windows and the words 
of the Bible’. 
 

NOTES ABOUT TONIGHT’S SERVICE FROM ST. MARK’S 
 

Knowing that we couldn’t gather in person to celebrate Christmas Eve with a service of Holy 
Eucharist, as we normally do, we decided to offer this quintessentially “Anglican” service to 
our wider community, in hopes that as it did in its first year, it would offer hope and comfort 
to all who join in via YouTube – our local version of the BBC!   
 

We are very grateful to all the Durango musicians who participated, either in person, from 
home, or via the digital archive they gave us permission to use.  It has truly been a community 
effort, offered in turn as a gift to the larger community!  Thanks to St. Mark’s Director of 
Music Ministry, Helen Jauregui, for being the guiding hand in pulling together all these 
gracious offerings, weaving them deftly together as a means of sharing in music and song, the 
sacred story God’s coming into the world, echoing the spoken words of the scripture lessons. 
 

Special thanks go to Gordon Thomas, Ellen Babers and Caleb Gerst, who gave up multiple 
evenings to film at St. Mark’s after dark, and to Paul Boyer, who did the same with his still 
photography.   
 

Finally, our heartfelt and enthusiastic thanks go to Gordon Thomas, who spent more hours 
than he or we could have imagined, working his editorial magic, and pulling all of these 
offerings into the seamless video we offer tonight.  Thank you, Gordon, for using your gifts 
to help so many people hear the message of God’s love.   
 

To all, thank you for sharing this special service with us.  May God grant you the richest of 
Christmas blessings and a bright start to the coming New Year.   
 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

 

PRELUDE:       Three Carols for Flute and Harpsichord     Peter Crisafulli  

 Rochelle MANN, flute; Helen Jauregui, organ 

  
OPENING HYMN:         Once in Royal David’s City  Hymnal 102  

                    v. 1 solo      Alexander Contard, soloist 

                    v. 2, 3, 4, 6  ALL sing 
 

WELCOME - The Rev. Debbie Shew, Rector 
 

A BIDDING PRAYER  
Officiant:     In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear once more the 
message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger. Let us 
hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our 
rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus and 
let us make this place glad with our carols of praise.  
 



But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the 
unity and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our 
country and in this city.  
 

And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, 
the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and 
unloved, the aged and little children, as well as all those who do not know and love the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  
 

Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude 
which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in 
Jesus, we are one for evermore.  
And now, to gather up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ himself has 
taught us, saying:  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Officiant and People:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and                      

 ever.  Amen.  
 
Officiant:     The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting 
life; and to the fellowship of the citizens above, may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen. 
  

THE LESSONS 
       
 LESSON 1: Genesis 3:8-15;17-19, 23  Adam and Eve rebel and are cast out of the Garden of Eden.  
  
Carol:           Of the Father’s Love Begotten     Hymnal 82   ALL sing  
  
LESSON 2: Genesis 22: 15-18   

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed. 
  
Carol:           Nativity Carol – John Rutter – St. Mark Choir (archived)  
  
LESSON 3: Isaiah 9: 2; 6-7  The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior. 
 

Carol:           Ding Dong Merrily on High – Durango Choral Society  
 

LESSON 4: Isaiah 11: 1–3a; 4a; 6–9  The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown. 
  
Carol:   Christmas Concerto: Pastorale  Arcangelo Corelli 
                  Emily Huntsman, violin; Sandy Kiefer, cello 

LESSON 5: Isaiah 35:1-10  The prophet proclaims that God will come and save us. 



Carol:  Puer Natus in Bethlehem    Leo Nestor    (Text: Author unknown, 13th c.)   
                    Linda Mack Berven, soprano   
  
LESSON 6: Luke 1:26-35; 38  The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear the 

Son of the Most High. 
           

Carol:  The Angel Gabriel     Basque Carol      St Mark Choir  
  
LESSON 7: Luke 2:1-20  Jesus is born at Bethlehem and is worshiped by angels and shepherds. 
 

Carol:         Angels We Have Heard on High     French Carol 
       Durango Women’s Choir  

  
LESSON 8: Matthew 2: 1–12     The wise men are led by the star to Jesus. 
  
Carol:       ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime  Words: Jesse Edgar Middleton (1872-1960); Music: 
French Folk Melody       Drea Pressley, mezzo-soprano; Emily Huntsman, violin; Sandy Kiefer, 
cello; Helen Jauregui, piano 

  
LESSON 9: John 1:1-14  St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 
  
Carol:       Silent Night   Hymnal 111   ALL sing. 
 

           All are invited to light a candle as they join in singing this closing carol.   
  
THE COLLECT FOR CHRISTMAS  
 

Officiant:  O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light:  
Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him 
perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory 
everlasting.  Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

Officiant:  May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this 
holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness.  
Amen. 
 

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, 
and make you heralds of the Gospel.  Amen. 
 

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you 
his peace and favor.  Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you for ever.  Amen. 

 
HYMN:  Hark the Herald Angels Sing  Hymnal 87  
 



POSTLUDE:      Christmas Joy Medley                Gary Lanier 

                          Emily Huntsman, violin; Sandy Kiefer, cello; Helen Jauregui, piano 
 
 
 


